
GUIDELINES FOR APPLYING TO GRADUATE/PROFESSIONAL 



3. Start the centralized application process (health professions) or individual 

application process to each program.  Things to keep in mind: 

a. Centralized application services have specific “open” and “closing” periods.  

The open date, in particular, is of great importance.  The closer you submit 

your application to that open date, the greater your chances for success.  

Conversely, your chances for success exponentially decrease – especially in 

competitive pools – if you wait to submit your application till the 

deadline/close date. 

i. Traditionally, these dates 





7. Completion of the secondary 





Has the student included a copy of standardized test scores (where 
applicable)?  
 ĿYES   □ NO (no letter will be written without scores) 

 

Other useful information we need: 

1. What professional experience have you accumulated or extracurricular 
activities have you been involved in that you will be listing on your 
application? (ex: shadowing hours, volunteer service, work experience, 
etc)** a resume can be submitted in lieu of this information   
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

______________________ 

2. What courses are REQUIRED for the programs you are applying to?  What 
grades have you earned in those courses?  If you have not taken a course yet, 
please just put TBD as the grade. 

-

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

_______________ 

 

3. Is there any other information you feel might be valuable to share with the 
faculty as they compose their letters? 

 

-

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

______________________________________



Recognizing the central importance of standardized scores as well as undergraduate GPA in the 

health professions application process, letters of support from faculty in the Natural Sciences and 

Math require that students achieve the following minimum criteria.  These criteria do not reflect 

“competitive” applicant scores but, rather, “threshold” scores to meet minimum expectations. 

MEDICAL (Allopathic/M.D. and Osteopathic/D.O.): 

1. MCAT – 24 (three 8s on the past test); 497 on new exam (40
th

 percentile composite; 

subsections of 125 – roughly 50
th

 %tile - or higher in the “science” components) 

2. GPA – 3.0 or above 

PODIATRY: 

1. MCAT – 20 (no score less than a 6); 492 (25
th

 percentile; with “science” subsections 123 – 

roughly 33
rd

 %tile - or higher) 

2. GPA – 3.0 or above 

PHARMACY: 

1. PCAT- 40
th

 percentile or higher (or 35
th

 percentile with Science subsections 60
th

 percentile+) 

2. GPA – 2.75 or above 

PHYSICAL THERAPY: 

1. GRE – 40
th

 percentile or higher (preferred 150+ in each subsection) 

2. GPA – 3.0 or above 

DENTAL: 

1. DAT – 17 on Academic Average as well as Total Science 

2. GPA – 3.0 or above 

VETERINARY: 

1. GRE – 150 or higher on all subsections 

2. GPA – 3.0 or above 

OPTOMETRY: 

1. OAT – 290 or higher  (300 = 50
th

 percentile; competitive = 315 or above) 

2. GPA – 3.0 or above 

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT: 

1. GRE – 40
th

 percentile or higher (preferred 150+ in each subsection) 

2. GPA – 3.0 or above 

CHIROPRACTIC: 

1. NO standardized test is required 

2. GPA – 2.75 or above 


